
January 2019

Our Mission
To end Veteran homelessness in

Minnesota

Our Vision
To provide assistance throughout

Minnesota to Veterans and their families
who are homeless or experiencing other

life crises leading to homelessness

Message from Brian Peterson, Chief Financial Officer

As we settle into this new year, I would like to take a moment and thank all the

volunteers, community partners, and donors who made our 2018 a year of

incredible progress and success. Throughout the past year and into 2019, we have

made major steps forward in our mission. Our partnership with the United Way

of Northeastern Minnesota opened a new transitional home in Hibbing to serve

Veterans on the Iron Range. Our new Women’s home in Maplewood built

through partnership with Housing First Minnesota Foundation and Lennar

Builders has been one of many steps taken in the past year towards our goal of

ending homelessness for women Veterans', which we are closer to now than ever

before.  

We have improved our existing homes, built new partnerships and awareness,

strengthened our organization and staff, provided direct financial assistance and
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case management to over 1,400 Veterans, and hosted dozens of events across

Minnesota in service to over 2,100 Veterans. In 2018 alone, we helped 134

Veterans find employment at wages averaging $17.51 per hour, and 1,684

Veterans' received legal services.

This year we look forward to further progress towards our mission to end

Veteran homelessness. We are positioning ourselves to strategically support the

remaining 6 of 10 Continuums of Care across our state to reach functional zero in

Veteran homelessness – 4 of the 10 already have achieved this

designation. Functional zero is determined by a federal designation when data

proves that services in a region exist at a level in which occurrences of

homelessness are rare, short, and non-recurring. By the end of the first quarter,

we expect to achieve functional zero with women Veteran homelessness. By the

end of the year, we expect that 8 of the 10 Continuums of Care in Minnesota will

also reach functional zero. As we work with our partners to continue to take

steps towards a functional end to Veteran homeless in Minnesota, we will be

increasingly focused on homelessness prevention efforts across the state and

overcoming the unique challenges of ending homeless in Hennepin and Ramsey

Counties in the months and years to come.

Best Regards,

Brian Peterson
Chief Financial Officer
Minnesota Assistance Council for
Veterans (MACV)
Office: 612-503-5222
Email: bpeterson@mac-v.org



If you didn’t already know, you may set up a monthly gift to Minnesota Assistance
Council for Veterans and become part of our legacy of service. To begin a

monthly gift, simply click here and select the amount you wish to give. On behalf of
all of the Veterans and the families we serve, thank you.

Click here to make a gift or recurring gift to MACV

Holes for Heroes
Saturday, February 2nd, 2019
Medicine Lake
1:00-4:00

For information and tickets,
CLICK HERE

MACV Legal Clinic
Tuesday, February 5th, 2019
Minneapolis VA Medical Center
Flag Atrium Balcony Room 2S Room 114
9:00am-2:00pm

*DOWNLOAD THE FLYER HERE*

Homeless Day on the Hill
Wednesday, March 13th, 2019
Minnesota State Capitol Rotunda

Join MACV and hundreds of other
advocates at our Homeless Day on the
Hill. Learn more and register here:

https://www.givemn.org/organization/Macv
https://www.givemn.org/organization/Macv
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-holes-4-heroes-multi-species-ice-fishing-tournament-medicine-lake-plymouth-tickets-53060352944
https://www.mac-v.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/MinneapolisFebruary2019.pdf


https://conta.cc/2QXJi2N

Minnesota Veterans Day on the Hill
Wednesday, March 20th, 2019
Minnesota State Capitol Rotunda
The tentative schedule will be a luncheon at 11:30

a.m. followed by the rally at 1:30 p.m.

More Details to Follow

Veterans Day on the Hill is hosted by the
Minnesota Association of County
Veterans Service Officers, the Minnesota
Commanders’ Task Force, and the United
Veterans Legislative Council of
Minnesota.

*Download the Flyer Here*

Visit our website Donate Now

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

We would like give a special 'Thank You' to JD Roofing & Construction and The

Mission Continues for their incredible dedication to our Veteran community. We

appreciate the work you have done on our transitional homes for Veterans and

we look forward to another great year of service together.

Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV) | Phone 833-222-MACV (6228)   | mac-v@mac-
v.org

STAY CONNECTED

 

https://conta.cc/2QXJi2N?fbclid=IwAR2fxN2vJ3K2vmgzqeFkdmXzWIZ0HnTeZRyHSwYnXOgjt02wfGxkC1oPWJM
https://conta.cc/2QXJi2N?fbclid=IwAR2fxN2vJ3K2vmgzqeFkdmXzWIZ0HnTeZRyHSwYnXOgjt02wfGxkC1oPWJM
https://mn.gov/mdva/news/events/?id=1066-363395
https://www.mac-v.org/
https://www.mac-v.org/donate/donate-online-now/
mailto:mac-v@mac-v.org
https://www.facebook.com/MACVorg/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARAJUGE6ULAJtez4FL6dsSN0fPzp2WJy369YALL5fEbGAayZNeMOCJdcm64rAEZhYZV3PiKisjbeBG1Z


January 2019 Highlights 

2019 POINT IN TIME COUNT

This year, members of our North, Metro and South regional offices participated in the

2019 Annual Point in Time (PIT) Count. The data from the PIT count will aid us in

understanding the current number of homeless Veterans throughout the state, as well

as measure our findings with the numbers we currently have on the homeless

Veterans registry. In addition, MACV, along with the Minnesota Department of

Veterans Affairs and the VAHCS set up a 24-hour Homeless Veteran Command

Center during the Point in Time Count. The Command Center, located at the VA

Community Resource and Referral Center in downtown Minneapolis, was set up for

walk-ins and to take calls from PIT Count volunteers and homeless Veterans

throughout the state. Command Center staff were available to pick up any

unsheltered homeless Veteran identified in the Twin Cities Metro area. By connecting

with the Command Center, Veterans were provided immediate shelter access

resources. The Command Center partners were also able to triage the needs of

unsheltered Veterans and Veterans new to the system to develop and launch housing

stability plans. One Veteran, living in a vehicle for three years with a spouse and four

pets, was provided a hotel stay for immediate safety while being offered long-term

housing stability options to meet their needs.

PROJECT COMMUNITY CONNECT

Project Community Connects (PCC's) are outreach events with the purpose of

providing awareness, resources, and access to assistance. This month, our South

team participated in two PCC's-one in Rochester and one in Steele county in

Owatonna.

Rochester PCC
Sadie Rezac, South Office Regiona l  Leader
Guy Sing, South Office Employment &
Outreach Case Manager

Steele County PCC in Owatonna
Justin Larson, South Office Outreach Case
Manager
Sadie Rezac, South Office Regiona l  Leader



SOUPS FOR TROOPS

The Soups for Troops event is annual fundraiser which was hosted this year by the

Mankato Elks Lodge and occurred on 1-26-2019. A special 'Thank You' to all of the

organizers of this event and we were glad to participate! The money raised from this

event will go to local Veteran organizations.

Members  of our South Team:
Mike Montalto-HVRP Admin Support
Ryan Frank-Outreach Cas e Manager
Sadie Rezac-Regiona l  Leader

Meet our Team

Rochellle Washington
Metro Case Manager

I have been working in nonprofits since
2006. I started with helping enroll 17
year-old high school students into
college for college credits to transfer
when they graduated high school. Next I
worked with single adults and families to
do resume building and get them
connected to housing, employment, and
higher education. Then I went to strictly
housing/case management. Finally I
transitioned into housing case
management at MACV.
I have been referring Veterans to MACV
throughout the years and am glad to now
be a MACV employee. I couldn’t have
asked for a better transition. I’m excited



to share what I know and learn what I
don’t know from my co-workers. Fun
Facts- I like doing anything outside. I was
born and raised in south Minneapolis,
and moved to North Minneapolis 10
years ago. I have lived in Minneapolis,
Minnesota my whole life. My parents
were born and raised here as well as my
grandparents. My great grandparents
moved up here from Texas for
employment opportunities. All the men in
my family have been to the military and
now my son wants to join. I’m beyond
excited! I want him to be in the Coast
Guard or Airforce, but I’m not picky!

Shaun Riffe
Development Officer

I’m very excited to be a full-time member
of the MACV team. Some of you know, I
have been working as a contractor for the
past year with MACV, focusing on social
media, communication and fundraising
campaigns. 
Prior to MACV, I spent 25 years in the
military, serving part-time and full-time
in the National Guard, both in North
Dakota and Minnesota. I spent time in
command of an Engineer Company in
Litchfield and a Human Resource
Company in Arden Hills. I also deployed
in 2003 in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom (OIF II). I retired from full-time
service in 2014 and started my first
business, Junk360, a hauling and clean
out service, which soon became the
highest reviewed cleanout service it the
Twin Cities. Since then, I have become a
bit of a serial entrepreneur by working as
a consultant for small businesses on
their long term and social media
planning, becoming a real estate agent,
and starting a small car tattoo coverup
company. In all my ventures, I have
focused my priorities to create jobs for
Veterans, providing a green impact in our
community, and giving back to Veterans
and families.
I look forward to continuing working
toward these goals in my new position.

Please click here for full listing of Legal Clinics
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Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com
and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile

purchases.
Thank you for supporting Minnesota Assistance Council For

Veterans.

Visit our website

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=399PYZZ6S3U8T&K=W6D3HGI7SC8U&M=urn:rtn:msg:2018021218580101c0971d6fa24898b23d3b6f9710p0na&R=3KRU44BTV0L1X&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi&H=RNSTB4EBZKBDCV9KG7MD80A2GYOA&ref_=pe_830720_211443310_smi_em_we2_l1_smi
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